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From the Office of the Pastor 

A strong argument can be made that Benjamin Franklin was 

among the greatest visionaries, statesmen and diplomats in the 

history of humanity. Everything he accomplished stemmed from 

the ability to adapt his attitude and persona to the changing 

circumstances of his time. He became what his time and 

circumstances demanded him to be: a citizen, a businessman, a 

scholar, a diplomat, and a statesman. Throughout his life, Franklin 

would experiment with new identities and personas, constantly 

learning, and reinventing himself in the process.  

One of the intentional disciplines that 

Benjamin Franklin practiced 

throughout his life was immersion into 

different classes of society and 

people’s lifestyles. He was equally 

comfortable in a pub with sailors and in the most refined salons of 

Paris. That discipline enabled and uniquely prepared him to 

In the beginning, the 

imitation was 

supposed to be of 

God, but Original Sin 

destroyed that. 
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facilitate the societal changes that we call the American 

Revolution. 

All of us are products of our social environments; unlike Benjamin 

Franklin, we rarely create our own identity or our own social 

environment because most of us are imitators. “Benjamin 

Franklins,” men and women who are capable of envisioning and 

facilitating societal changes, are few and far between. 

The entirety of the Holy Scriptures 

of our Faith allude to the fact that 

we were created to be imitators. In 

the beginning, the imitation was 

supposed to be of God, but Original 

Sin destroyed that. The idolatry 

described throughout the Hebrew 

Scriptures is rooted in humans imitating each other, and losing 

sight of God. The Hebrew Scriptures give us numerous examples 

of drifting so far from God that God became unfamiliar and hard to 

recognize.  

To repair and redeem that rift and brokenness, God came to dwell 

among us in the person of Jesus.  While I do not compare 

Benjamin Franklin with Jesus, the point that I am trying to make is 

To repair and redeem 

the rift and brokenness 

of the Original Sin, God 

came to dwell among 

us in the person of 

Jesus. 
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that Jesus made it his mission to immerse himself with different 

classes of society. He ate, interacted, and lived among them, and 

personally modeled God’s vision and the societal changes 

needed to redeem Creation.  

It is not a huge revelation that St. Georges United Methodist 

church needs God’s Grace and Guidance to help us find ways to 

envision and facilitate changes in the way we interact with the 

world outside of our walls. While the previous statement is true of 

every church and in every age, as a community we are at a 

crossroads and our future depends on our efforts to discern and 

implement God’s Vision. My guess is that the vision will be 

revealed as a mental image of the future that will inspire and 

invigorate our community with energy and passion. Although we 

do not have all the answers now, God knows what we need and 

when we are ready that Vision will be revealed.  

Meanwhile I want to ask everyone in our church to add this prayer 

to your daily discipline. 
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Loving and Gracious God of  

                          Renewal and Regeneration. 

We come to you as St. Georges United Methodist 

Church asking you to reveal to us a mental image of 

what our church can become and inspire us with 

energy to get there. 

I pray that our picture of the future would not be 

limited to our own hopes, ideas, and agenda, but that 

they would ultimately come from you. Birth your vision 

in the hearts of your people and help us to be 

passionate about the vision that you will give us.  

In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

Philos, 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Asher 
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Church Family! 

This year I enjoyed one of the most wonderful and memorable 

birthday celebrations in my life! I will always cherish the joy, the 

laughter, and memories of my 63rd birthday celebration and 

spending it with you! 

Thank you all for your well wishes, cards, and gifts. 

Philos, 
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Donna Goes Walk About…. 
There’s a country song I just heard this afternoon called “You’re 

Gonna Miss This”. It’s a story song as country songs often are. It 

begins the story when a mother’s teenage  

daughter reveals to her mom, when she gets picked 

up at school, that she “can’t wait to be 18 when she’ll  

make her own money and I’ll make my own rules”. Her mother 

makes a point of telling her, “you’re gonna miss this”. “You’re 

gonna wish these days hadn’t gone by so fast”. The second and 

third verses follow the young girl into the phases of life like being 

a newly married woman and the challenge of having 

young children. In each phase she remarks how she’s 

looking forward to “the next thing”. She is reminded by 

her father, and then a plumber working in her house, “I know it’s 

hard to believe but, you’re gonna miss this”. The song is sung by 

Trace Adkins and it’s worth a listen. And no truer words were 

spoken. Why are we always tending to look down the road at 

what we think we want and not look around and appreciate what 

we have? It's just human nature I guess and I will admit my guilt 

on the matter. Of course the older we get the wiser we get (I 

hope!) and we do begin to realize the value of living in the 

moment. Look ahead, plan ahead, but don’t waste away the 

You’re GonnaMiss This
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present, the now. As Christians we are taught that worry is 

useless, God is in control and God’s plan is THE plan. I’m sure 

you’ve heard another saying, “If you want to make God laugh, 

make plans”. We must trust, and that is oh so hard. Once again, 

GUILTY! I could not count the times I have “given it to God” and 

discovered that after awhile I somewhere along the way have 

taken it back. How’s that working for me, you ask. Well…..    I am 

reaffirming my resolve to live in the moment and appreciate what 

God has given to me at this moment. Tomorrow comes way too 

quickly for me these days.  

August is a bit of a slow month around church. Many church 

groups are still on summer break. Many families are off on 

vacation. And the pews are not always as full as we’d like. Aren’t 

we glad that God never takes a vacation and is always watching 

over us, wherever we are. And I believe it makes him smile to 

know we are enjoying our life, our friends and our family. And we 

continue to trust in him. I pray that that is where you find yourself. 

And if we both find ourselves at church on the same Sunday 

morning, “Hello my friend! God loves you and so do I.”  

That’s all for me this month. Be safe, be grateful, and I’ll see you 

on Sunday morning.  

Donna 

 



Heavenly Headlines; August 2023, page 8 

Page 8 of 18 
 

Why Are They Called “Dog Days” of Summer? 

The phrase “Dog Days of Summer” describes the most oppressive period 

of summer, between July 3rd and August 11th each year. But where did the 

term come from? And what does it have to do with dogs? 

Many people believe the 

phrase stems from the fact 

that dogs tend to be sluggish 

during the hottest days of 

summer (aren’t we all?), while 

others still say the days are so 

hot it causes dogs to go mad. 

But the name is a reference to 

the fact that, during this time, 

the Sun occupies the same region of the sky as Sirius, the brightest star 

visible from any part of Earth and part of the constellation Canis Major, the 

Greater Dog. Therefore Sirius is sometimes called the Dog Star. 

In the summer, Sirius rises and sets with the Sun. On July 23rd, specifically, 

it is in conjunction with the Sun, and because the star is so bright, the 

ancient Romans believed it gave off heat and added to the Sun’s warmth, 

accounting for the long stretch of sultry weather. They referred to this time 

as diēs caniculārēs, or “dog days.” 

Thus, the term “Dog Days of Summer” came to mean the 20 days before 

and 20 days after this alignment of Sirius with the Sun — July 3 to Aug. 11.     
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While this period usually is the hottest stretch of summer, the heat is not 

due to any added radiation from Sirius, regardless of its brightness. The 

heat of summer is simply a direct result of the Earth’s tilt. 

During summer in the Northern Hemisphere, the tilt of the Earth causes the 

Sun’s rays to hit at a more direct angle, and for a longer period of time 

throughout the day. This means longer, hotter days. 

Reprinted from the Farmers’ Almanac website (some edits by AFT) 

Posted on Monday, July 10, 2023, accessed Friday, July 21, 2023 

<< Dog Days: What Are the Dog Days of Summer? | July 3–August 11 | The Old Farmer's Almanac >> 

  

https://www.almanac.com/content/what-are-dog-days-summer
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VBS time! 

This year Vacation Bible School will be 

August 2, 3, & 4 from 6 to 8 and our theme 

this year is Hero Hotline. Through music, 

stories, crafts, snacks and science we’ll be 

learning how God has called us together to serve Him. 

Everyone ages kindergarten to are welcome to come, enjoy and 

learn! We’d love to know that you are coming so please let us 

know by going to our church website to register or just make 

anyone you know at church aware. We’re easy! Invite your 

neighbor kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews or someone you know 

from school. We always have fun and we’d love to see you! All 

our wonderful volunteers are ready! 

 

Happy Birthday to 

Cianna Dorn……… August 14 

Brianna Dorn…..…..August 14 

Trevor Jaques……..August 30 

 

Happy Anniversary to 

Dave & Linda Moore 



Heavenly Headlines; August 2023, page 11 

Page 11 of 18 
 

Prayer for August 

Loving and Gracious Creator God!  

Thank You for summer! 

Thank you for the warmth of the sun and the increased 

daylight.  

Thank you for the beauty I see all around me and for the 

opportunity to be outside and enjoy your creation.  

Thank You for the increased time I have to be with my 

friends and family, and for the more casual pace of the 

summer season. 

Draw me closer to you this summer. Teach me how I can 

pray no matter where I am or what I am doing. Warm my 

soul with the awareness of Your presence and light my 

path with Your Word and Counsel.  

As I enjoy your creation, create in me a pure heart and a 

hunger and a thirst for You. Amen. 

.  
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Young Disciples Page and Activities 
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Young Disciples Page and Activities 
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Community Board 

Please mark your calendars: 
Wednesday, August 2 through Friday, August 4, between 6 and 8 

p.m.:  Vacation Bible School. 
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Community Board 

On Wednesday, July 26, 2023, a few members of our church met at Asbury 

United Methodist church by the Wilmington Airport, where we packed food 

boxes for the Harvest Outreach People Project (HOPP).  

It was fun and uplifting to be part of this wonderfull outreach and ministry. 

The next event is on August 23. I hope you will consider joining us to 

participate in this outreach. 

In the first row (left to right): Milo, Finn, and Gavin Draper, 

In the second row: Bea, Brandi, and Colin Draper 

In the third row: Linda Wolfer (Life in the Vine and Kingswood UMC), 

Asher, Debbie, and Alice Stiner (Kingswood UMC) 

Asher  



Heavenly Headlines; August 2023, page 16 

Page 16 of 18 
 

Community Board 

Thank you from the family of E. Jane Stewart 

 

Troop 123 went to 

Camp Rodney, for 

their summer camp 

experience this 

year. 

 

Picture on the left 

was taken on 2nd of 

July as the troop 

and its leaders 

paused for a prayer 

before taking off. 
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Our District Superintendent 

 
Rev. Joseph Archie 

Delaware District Office 

900 N Washington St 

 Wilmington, Delaware 19801 

Website: delawaredistrictumc.org 

Phone: 302-655-8873 

e-mail:  

delawaredistrictumc@gmail.com 

The District Office is open: 

Monday thru Thursday 

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
 

Rev. Asher F. Tunik 

  

Phone: 443-350-5077 

e-mail: pastorasher@gmail.com 

  

Office Hours: 

• By Appointment 

• On Friday mornings 

  

Available to meet  

with individuals: 
  

• Via Phone 

• Via ZOOM 

• By Appointment 

How to Reach our Bishop and District Superintendent

Our Pastor: Rev Asher F. Tunik 

Email: pastorasher@gmail.com 

Cell Phone / Voice Mail / Text: 443-350-5077 

I am in the Church office on Friday mornings and 

by appointment. Rest of the week I work from my 

home office and can be reached via phone or e-

mail/text. 

Our Bishop 

 
Rev. Latrelle Easterling 

Peninsula-Delaware Conference 

Bishop Felton Edwin May  

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street,  

Dover, DE 19901 

Website: www.pen-del.org 

Phone: 302-674-2626 

Toll Free: 1-877-736-3351 

The Peninsula-Delaware Conference  

office is open: 

Monday thru Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

mailto:pastorasher@gmail.com
http://www.pen-del.org/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Mark Your Calendar 

August 2 -4: Vacation Bible School 

 

St Georges United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 145 
St. Georges, DE 19733 


